F
or many of us who live in the Northern Hemisphere, spring cannot come too quickly. With spring comes renewal, and we renew our efforts to integrate the latest approaches and practices in health science research into our own oral health research programs. The most important of these is the imperative to enhance biomedical research translation, thus ensuring that our results will benefit the population as quickly and effectively as possible.
In this April issue, readers will find that the original reports fit into the T4 phase of the Biomedical Research Translation Continuum (Feine 2018) . The topics of 2 of the original reports, as well as the systematic review, concern caries in child populations. Both of these original reports discuss the socioeconomic influences on the caries experience of young children. Do et al. studied the impact of water fluoridation on caries prevalence. Based on their results, they conclude that water fluoridation is a "socially equitable" preventive intervention. Ruff and Niederman studied another preventive strategy, the impact of a school-based caries prevention program over a 6-y period. They conclude that the effectiveness of the program is influenced by existing oral health inequalities, the characteristics of the school(s), and the community environment. Both of these studies emphasize the importance of assessing and understanding the social and cultural, as well as the biologic, factors that have an impact on caries in children.
Also included in this issue is a report by Dawson et al., in which the authors provide detailed information on early tooth emergence patterns in American Indian children. The importance of this information for the prevention of caries in this vulnerable population cannot be overestimated. Their results inform both clinicians and policy makers on timing for preventive interventions and programs.
I was particularly pleased to receive a letter to the editor concerning the Invited Commentary by Albino et al. (2017) , in which they discussed difficulties in accomplishing a successful early childhood caries prevention program in an American Indian population. The letter from Tanzer et al. and the Albino et al. response demonstrate how researchers in various disciplines can communicate effectively on their diverse approaches to caries prevention. I urge readers to consider these letters; they represent the potential of discussions among those in different research disciplines for new collaborative studies that could offer more comprehensive investigations and unique findings. In short, cross-disciplinary team science research protocols could be developed and used to study more comprehensive preventive approaches that may result in improved outcomes. Cross-disciplinary team science depends on the ability of researchers in different disciplines to communicate and work effectively with one another; this requires open and collaborative mind-sets. Many publications describe team science and offer practical information to increase the success of these teams (e.g., Cooke and Hilton 2015). Cross-disciplinary team science approaches will result in more comprehensive outcomes for complex conditions (such as early childhood caries) that could greatly enhance translational effectiveness.
Other reports of interest in this issue include a willingness-to-pay study for orthodontic treatment that will assist clinicians in shared decision-making discussions with their patients and parents, as well as policy makers in determining resource allocation. Acharya et al. described the results of their investigation on how intraoral dental findings (periodontal pockets and tooth loss), when added to medical outcomes, can predict pre-and undiagnosed diabetes. Their aim is to increase the early detection of diabetes through the involvement of practicing dentists. The feminization of dentistry, with larger populations of women in dental schools and in practice, has created the need to more fully understand the barriers and incentives that have an impact on the professional and personal lives of female dentists. Sembawa et al. carried out a qualitative study with women dentists in Saudi Arabia. This is a timely investigation, as Saudi is presently undergoing major changes in its legal policies toward women's human rights. The results of this study provide important information to dental educators and policy makers as they aim to maximize the potential contribution of female dentists to society.
We welcome feedback from our readers on any aspect of the JDR CTR. Your insights and ideas will enable us to make this journal a "must-read" for researchers in every discipline.
